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LIGONIER VALLEY MUSEUM TO EXHIBIT WORKS OF AMERICAN TONALIST, 

DENNIS SHEEHAN 

 

 Ligonier – The Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art at Ligonier Valley is pleased to 

announce its latest exhibition, Dennis Sheehan: Atmospheres an American Tonalist. On view 

May 5 through August 6, the exhibition features nearly 50 oil-on-canvas paintings by the New 

England artist.  

Dennis Sheehan’s work is often described as reminiscent of the masters of the Barbizon 

School and the American Tonalists. Like his great nineteenth-century predecessor, George 

Inness, whose influence is consciously acknowledged, Sheehan employs the dark palette and 

thickly pigmented surfaces of the French Barbizon School. Like Inness before him, Sheehan 

eschews picturesque scenery in the interest of evoking atmosphere. Also like Inness, his 

paintings are produced in the studio from the artist’s imagination. The artist’s goal is “to have 

painting emanate light, rather than just a surface that records the reflections of light. The power 

comes from the shadows.” 

A native of Boston, Sheehan received his training in the best traditions of the “Boston 

School,” studying at the Vesper George School of Art and the Montserrat School of Visual Art. 

The artist further developed his point of view with teaching at the Putney School in Vermont. 

Sheehan’s works are in major public and private collections, including that of the White House, 

and have been featured on television programs including Desperate Housewives and True Blood 

as well as the film, My Best Friend’s Girl. Additionally, his work has appeared in numerous 

publications and has adorned the cover of American Artist. 

“I am excited to present out exhibition featuring Dennis Sheehan, Atmospheres an 

American Tonalist,” said Site Coordinator Kristin Miller. “Sheehan is an extraordinary painter 

who works in the traditional French Barbizon style capturing pastoral scenes. I am awestruck at 

his ability to illustrate and communicate a distinct perception of light, space and atmosphere. We 

are honored to have him share his beautiful and passionate vision of nature here at SAMA-

Ligonier Valley.” 

Sheehan’s work will be on view at the Museum’s sixteenth annual Garden Party, 

“Roaring ‘20s,” on June 3. The event will feature live music, games of chance, auctions and 

gourmet cuisine by Vallozzi’s. As a special added feature, the event will include an exhibition of 



vintage automobiles of the 1920s and ‘30s as well as a display of world-class hood 

ornaments/mascots. Tickets are $125 per person. For more information on the Garden Party, 

please call the Museum at (724) 238-6015. 

The Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art at Ligonier Valley is located at One Boucher 

Lane and Route 711 South in Ligonier. Hours of operation are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 

Friday and 1 to 5 p.m. weekends. The Museum is a handicapped-accessible facility and is open 

to the public free of charge. For more information, call the Museum or visit www.sama-art.org. 


