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SAMA PREPARES FOR JAZZY GARDEN PARTY
Ligonier – The Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art at Ligonier Valley will
jazz things up this spring when it celebrates its twelfth annual Garden Party. Scheduled
for Saturday, June 1, the event features a theme of “Art…and All that Jazz.” Live
music, gourmet cuisine and an enticing silent auction will combine to make this Garden
Party one to remember. Serving as Garden Party co-chairs are Joyce Collins and Peggy
Shepler.
Guests at the Garden Party will be treated to live jazz music by the Rick Struzzi
Guitar Duo. Struzzi is a veteran of the local music scene, having played in and around
Greensburg for many years. He is renowned for his improvisational jazz guitar work
and has taught at numerous guitar seminars at Duquesne University.
The Garden Party will feature cocktails and heavy hors d’oeuvres provided by
Vallozzi’s Restaurant in Greensburg. Tarot card readings and other entertainment also
will be offered. As in years past, guests will find the silent auction to be filled with an
exciting variety of artwork, jewelry, garden accessories, gift baskets, and vacation
packages.
“I’m very excited about this year’s Garden Party, our signature event at the
Museum,” said SAMA-Ligonier Valley Coordinator Sommer Toffle. “Our chairs,
Peggy Shepler and Joyce Collins, along with the entire committee are shaking things up
with a jazz theme. They have done an outstanding job ensuring this will be an evening
to remember with great silent auction items and entertainment. We’ve also booked an
amazing jazz duo to perform during the event.
“This year, we’ll also be taking a moment to honor our friend and SAMA
Trustee, Mary Weidlein. Mary has been deeply committed to the Museum and to our
Auxiliary over the years, and we are excited to recognize her contributions and the
energy that she brings into the Museum.”
On view at the Museum during the Garden Party will be Highlights from the
Permanent Collection: Celebration of the Wolf Family Donations. The exhibition
features more than sixty of the SAMA permanent collection’s benchmark works, each
donated or funded by one of the Museum’s most benevolent family patrons. Featured

artists include some of the nation’s most influential and innovative, such as Thomas
Hart Benton, Alexander Calder, Mary Cassatt, Rockwell Kent, Thomas Moran, Norman
Rockwell, and Andy Warhol.
The Garden Party begins at 5 p.m. on June 1. The event is open to the public,
but reservations must be made by May 25. Cost is $75 per person. For reservations or
additional information, please call the Museum at (724) 238-6015 or visit www.samaart.org.
Since its opening in 1976, the Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art has been
devoted to its mission of collecting and exhibiting 19th and 20th century American art to
the rural communities of Southwestern and Central Pennsylvania. Since that time, the
Museum’s permanent collection has grown to number more than 4,000 works of art.
With four sites located in Altoona, Johnstown, Ligonier and Loretto, SAMA is able to
reach tens of thousands every year with its world-class exhibitions and award-winning
education programs. Each of SAMA’s four sites is open to the public free of charge.

